
THE BLACK HARVARD OF THE MIDWEST

FROM A STUDENT’S PERSPECTIVE



INTRODUCTION

• THE FOUNDING OF LINCOLN

• EARLY YEARS

• 1890 LAND GRANT STATUS

• ACADEMIC PROGRESS

• “LINCOLN UNIVERSITY”

Allen



INTRODUCTION
• NATHAN YOUNG COMES TO 

LINCOLN

• YOUNG’S GOALS 
• REWARD FACULTY
• INCREASE ENROLLMENT
• INSPIRE STUDENTS

• CONTINUED SUCCESS
• FLORENCE
• SCRUGGS

Florence
Young

Scruggs



Lawson Cox Teabeau Fuller

Martin Brown Smith Greene



INTRODUCTION

1924-25 SENIOR CLASS



INTRODUCTION

1924-25 JUNIOR CLASS



INTRODUCTION

1924-25 SOPHMORE CLASS



INTRODUCTION
1924-25 FRESHMAN CLASS



INTRODUCTION

• TRANSFORMATIONS

• ACADEMICS

• CAMPUS





THE STUDENTS

• DEMOGRAPHICS

• GENDER

• ORIGIN

• COST

• ENROLLMENT

• GRADUATION



THE STUDENTS

CAMPUS LIFE

• HOUSING

• DINING

• RECREATION

• WORSHIP



THE 1920S- BREAKING GROUND

• ORGANIZATIONS

• ACADEMIC & HONORS

• FAITH

• SOCIAL
o 1922 Le Beau Brummel

o 1924 Delphic Amphictyony 

o 1926 Delta Alpha Phi   

o 1928 Folly Hearts

• GREEKS-  1930



THE 1920S- BREAKING GROUND

ACTIVITIES
• HOMECOMING

• MISS LINCOLN
• DANCE
• GAME

• ATHLETICS
• FOOTBALL
• BASEBALL
• BASKETBALL
• BOXING!



THE 1930S- NEW FRONTIERS

THE GREAT DEPRESSION & THE 
RISE IN ENROLLMENT-HOW?

CULTURAL EVOLUTION 
• MUSIC
• DANCE
• DEBATE
• THEATER

THE LINCOLN CLARION



THE 1930S- NEW FRONTIERS

STUDENT GOVERNMENT

LLOYD GAINES
• LINCOLN UNIVERSITY 

SCHOOL OF LAW

MO SHARECROPPERS’ STRIKE



THE 1940S- SACRIFICE AND REWARD

LINCOLN UNIVERSITY SCHOOL 
OF JOURNALISM

WORLD WAR II
• SERVICE AT HOME & ABROAD
• CUTTING BACK
• RED TAILS

• WENDELL PRUITT

THE GI BILL AND JASONVILLE



THE 1950S- TRANSFORMATION

CIVIL RIGHTS AWARENESS
• NAACP CHAPTER

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS

BROWN V BOARD OF EDUCATION
• CHOICE FOR ALL
• ENROLLMENT EXPANDS
• LAW & J SCHOOLS CLOSE 

WHEN DOES IT  END?



QUESTIONS?
THANK YOU!

WE INVITE YOU TO VISIT
THE ARCHIVES & ETHNIC STUDIES CENTER

IN INMAN E. PAGE LIBRARY
archives@lincolnu.edu

mailto:archives@lincoln.edu

