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Fact Sheet

Missouri’s Natural Beauty
Lincoln University has a Native Plant Outdoor Laboratory (NPOL) with 
more than 80 plants native to Missouri including wildflowers, shrubs, 
vines, grasses and trees. This laboratory is comprised of plants that can 
be naturally found in prairies, glades, wetlands and forests. It is located 
on campus between Allen Hall and Foster Hall at 900 Chestnut Street in 
Jefferson City, Missouri. This is a living laboratory and easily accessible.  
Lincoln students, faculty and staff, as well as neighbors and the public at 
large can learn to identify native plants all year.

Monarch butterfly foraging on swamp milkweed (Asclepias incarnata), one of the host plants 
for its caterpillar.

Purple coneflower (Echinacea purpurea) at the NPOL is a great addition for every garden 
because it attracts butterflies and native bees.
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Native Plants Outdoor Lab (continued) LUCE

The Prairie Blazing Star (Liatris pycnostachya) provides beautiful vertical flower spikes that will con-
tinue blooming for 2-3 months in mid to late summer. Bees, butterflies and wasps will visit the flowers 
for pollen and nectar. This is only one of the many perennial native flowers you will find at the NPOL  
on Lincoln University’s campus. 

The Native Plant Outdoor Laboratory features plants from different plant communities naturally 
found across Missouri:

Prairie – Prairie Blazing Star, Goldenrods, Asters and Little Bluestem

Woodland – Bluebells, Celandine poppy, Wahoo, Wild Ginger, Pussy toes

Glades – Missouri Primrose, Wild Petunia, Poverty Grass, Sand Phlox

Savanna – Bee Balm, Rattlesnake Master, Foxglove Beardtongue

Wetlands – Swamp Milkweed, Blue Mist flower, Palm Sedge, Rose Mallow

Depending where they originally grow, plants will have different soil and moisture requirements. 
Choose a plant that coordinates with the light exposure and type of soil in your garden when planting 
native plants. Photos of some of these beautiful plants can be seen on the right. 

Missouri Primrose
(Oenathera macrocarpa)
Prairies and glades
Blooms in spring and sum-
mer; Pollinated by night-flying 
sphinx moths.

Fringe tree 
(Chionanthus virginicus)
Bluffs and glades, dry to 
moist, tolerates shade
Fragrant-white blossoms in 
spring; Host plant for Rustic 
Sphinx moth.

Wahoo
(Euonymous atropurpureus) 
Woodlands and alluvial soils 
along streams; Shrub to small 
tree, fall interest; Red fruits 
consumed by birds.
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Little Bluestem
(Schizachyrium scoparium)
Prairies, glades and 
savannas; Summer and fall 
interest; Shelter for wildlife 
in summer and winter.


